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INTERNATIONAL CALLIGRAPHIC COMPETITION 2009 – 2010 
Figurative Primer 

 
CAUS – Center of Humouristic and Satirical Arts -  is publishing a call for entries  

for a calligrafic competition created by Raffaele Palma, which is intended for all 
enthusiasts for calligraphy, drawing, computer graphics, puzzles, humourism and 

education. 
 
Entry to the competition is absolutely free and open to the widest public. 
 
The examining commission, made up of professional authors, will evaluate each 
work in relation to its technical, graphic and linguistic proficiency, as well as to the 
singularity and originality of its contents. 
 
Each candidate can enter a maximum of 3 works not exceeding 24 cms x 33 cms.  
They may be created by several authors using any technique.  
 
Each entry must be accompanied by a single typed page, containing a humorous little 
story, an entertaining rhyme,  or a good riddle; in a maximum of 25 lines in Times 
New Roman 14 format (or similar);  so as to develop, integrate and exalt  the more 
spirited side  of the Figurative Calligraphic Primer. 
 
Candidates must also enclose their personal information and address, and a 
separate explanatory note  for each work entered. Each entry must contain all 
the 26 letters of the alphabet, or the 5 vowels, or all ten numbers (from 1 to 0). 
Works containing only some of the letters of the alphabet, or some of the 
numbers, will be excluded from the competition. A small amount of punctuation 
may be used. 
 
Any personal information received will be treated with respect for secrecy 
within the terms of Italian law 31.12.96  No. 675. 
 
Works on paper must be posted within 30 April 2010 by ordinary post and not by 
registered letter, to the following address:  
RAFFAELE PALMA – CAUS – C.so G. Agnelli, 148 -10137 Torino.  
All works in electronic formats such as JPG, GIF, PDF can be sent  on a CD, or by e-
mail, possibly zipped, with a maximum length of  400 Kb; to the following e-mail 
address: info@caus.it 
 
The original works sent for the competition will not be returned. 
 
No money prize will be given to the winners. The three works judged to be best will 
instead be given maximum publicity in the specialised media and on the Internet. 
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Our site:www.caus.it.  will also display a permanent  exhibition of the best works in 
the competition. 
 
If you would like to look at some calligraphic images for inspiration when creating 
the designs, you can consult the item Figurative Calligraphy  in the Alphabets and 
Calligraphy section of the above-mentioned site. A brief extract of this is shown 
below. 
 
 

FIGURATIVE CALLIGRAPHY 
including  

FIGURATIVE CALLIGRAPHIC ABCs 
 
Figurative Calligraphy may consist of a single lettering design or of several 
logograms within a stylised drawing. 
 
In the single image format of  Figurative Calligraphy, all the letters making up the 
word can form a decorative composition (grapheme) which can draw inspiration from 
various genres: including human subjects (anthropomorphic calligraphy), animal 
profiles (zoomorphic calligraphy), the silhouette of plants, flowers, or leaves 
(botanical calligraphy), the outline of buildings, bridges or roads (architectonic 
calligraphy), the outline of mountains, valleys or a bay (landscape calligraphy), 
models of vehicles, instruments or other manufactured products (projectual 
calligraphy), or geometrical, asymmetrical forms (arabesque calligraphy), etc 
 
 

 

 

 
 
Figurative Calligraphy may consist of stranger images, and words and phrases with 
meanings quite different from one another; as well as the shapes of different animals, 
dissimilar plants, or other genres; which can also be used to derive logograms with 
the same basic forms; -  in this way making up a table with  a  multiple subject. 
 
Arab figurative calligraphy  has had a long and splendid history. The sinuous beauty 
of its lettering has allowed islamic calligraphic artists to invent images containing 
every type of writing (proverbs, mystical phrases, sacred names, etc.). 
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Meanwhile, calligraphic masters in the west 
have created zoomorphic figures using the 
harmony of flourishes, embellishments  and 
curls   for their compositional elements – all 
typical of western calligraphic styles. 
 

 
 
 
 
A new challenge today is to think up a Figurative Calligraphy with single or 
multiple designs  using only the letters of the alphabet (all of them) (or the five 
vowels), the ten numbers (from 1 to 0 ) including punctuation, without inserting any 
word or phrase within the calligram. 
 
 
 
Beginning from this basis,  an ABC can be thought up, in which the letters, numbers 
and punctuation move in an imaginery parallel world.  
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                                                          by  Raffaele Palma 
 

 
 

                                                                
 
 
 
 


