
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduzione 
 
Per disegnare le lettere, maiuscole e minuscole, ho deciso di utilizzare il corpo del Colibrì, per la sua 
simpatia, modificandone i tratti di volta in volta. Ogni uccello avrebbe rappresentato una diversa lettera 
dell’alfabeto, sino a completarne i ventisei caratteri.  
 
Ho realizzato la mia “creatura alfabetica” utilizzando lettere maiuscole e minuscole. Nei soggetti 
maiuscoli, di maggiori dimensioni, ho inserito lettere maiuscole, al contrario in quelli minuscoli, più 
piccoli, lettere minuscole. 
 
Ad esempio, il soggetto “uccello-lettera A” (immagine a sinistra) è formato da K, Z e M che ne 
costituiscono la cresta. G è il contorno del muso, Y e J sono il becco; P, X, N ed A configurano il collo. Q, 
T, W ed E formano l’ala, B e L il torace. L’insieme V, H, I, F, C, R e U generano la coda e S la zampa. 

 
Tecnica 
  
Inchiostro ed acquerelli neri e verdi, di tonalità sfumate, su carta ruvida. Formato 24 x 33. 
 
Realizzazione  
 
Ho scelto di porre in risalto le lettere, grazie da un attento contrasto di chiaroscuri, che richiama gli 
antichi ideogrammi dell’estremo oriente. La levità dell’atmosfera evoca l’eterico volo del Colibrì e nello 
stesso tempo la meditazione dell’esercizio di scrittura zen. 
 
Le 26 tavole sono state realizzate in guazzo, operando sul contrasto fra il segno grafico del nero e la 
gamma dei verdi, ispirata alla vegetazione, habitat del colibrì.  
Il verde corpo dell’uccello accoglie, così, l’inchiostro nero del calligramma, portando in primo piano le 
varie sezioni della sua anatomia. Inoltre la costruzione delle piccole lettere poste all’interno d’ogni 
capolettera rimanda alla tecnica dei miniaturisti medievali. 
 
Finalità 
 
Il progetto, che partecipa al Concorso Calligrafico Internazionale “Abbecedario che Figura”, realizzato dal 
C.A.U.S – Centro Arti Umoristiche e Satiriche, con il patrocinio della Città di Torino, sarà oggetto 
d’esame nel giugno 2010, per il “Corso di Plastica Ornamentale”, dei PROFESSORI PIETRO GUERRA e 
PAOLO SERRAO docenti presso L’ACCADEMIA ALBERTINA DI BELLE ARTI di Torino.  
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AAA   –––   AAAlll iii    sssvvveeelll ttteee   hhhaaa   iii lll    CCCooo lll iii bbbrrr ììì,,,   ppp iii uuummmeee   vvveeerrrddd iii    dddaaa   vvveeedddeeettt tttaaa,,,   vvvooo lll aaa   lll eeesss tttooo   sssuuu lll lll aaa   
VVVeeettt tttaaa...   EEE   lll aaa   VVV   pppooosssaaatttaaa   èèè   gggiii ààà   sssuuu lll lll aaa   AAA   ccchhheee   vvveeeddd iii    qqquuuaaa...   
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BBB   –––   BBBeeelll lll ooo    sssooonnn,,,   pppaaannnccc iii uuutttooo   ooo   sssnnneeelll lll ooo ,,,   eee   mmmiii    bbbeeeccccccooo   iii lll    SSSeeerrrpppeeennnttteeelll lll ooo...   SSSaaaiii    ccchhheee   
sss ttt rrr iii sssccc iii aaa   SSS   iii nnn   BBB???   GGGuuuaaarrrdddaaa,,,   ggguuuaaarrrdddaaa,,,   èèè   ppprrroooppprrr iii ooo   qqquuu iii !!!    
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CCC   –––   CCCooorrrsss iii    iii nnn    ccc iii eeelll ooo   aaa   ooorrreee   fff iii sssssseee   mmmaaa   uuunnnaaa   LLLaaannnccc iii aaa   mmmiii    ttt rrraaafff iii sssssseee...   LLL   iii nnn    CCC   sssaaaiii    mmmiii    fffeeerrr ììì,,,   
mmmeee   lll aaa   tttoooggg lll iii    vvv iii aaa   ddd iii    lll ììì??? !!!    
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DDD   –––   DDDooorrrmmmooo   ssseeemmmppprrreee   sssuuu   uuunnn   bbbeeelll    pppeeessscccooo   eee   aaalll    mmmaaattt ttt iii nnn   cccaaannntttooo   iii nnn    TTTeeedddeeessscccooo...   
LLL ’’’ aaattt ttteeennnzzziii ooonnneee   ttt iii    rrr iii nnn fff rrreeessscccooo:::    sss tttaaa   lll aaa   TTT      iii nnn    qqquuueeesss tttaaa   DDD???   
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EEE   –––   EEElll eeegggaaannnttteee   bbbeeeccccccooo   iii lll    ccchhh iii ccccccooo,,,   pppeeerrr    pppooo iii    bbbeeerrr    nnneeelll lll ’’’ AAAlll aaammmbbbiii ccccccooo...   AAA,,,   lll aaa   vvveeeddd iii ???   
TTToooccccccaaa   aaa   ttteee   ddd iii    ttt rrrooovvvaaarrr lll aaa   nnneeelll lll aaa   EEE!!!    
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FFF   –––   LLLaaa   FFFooorrreeesss tttaaa   aaassssssaaaiii    mmmiii    ppp iii aaaccceee,,,   pppeeerrr    ccc iii bbbaaarrrmmmiii    eee   DDDiii sssssseeetttaaarrrmmmiii ...   OOOrrraaa   DDD,,,   vvvuuuooo iii    tttuuu   
ppprrrooovvvaaarrreee      nnneeelll lll aaa   FFF   ddd iii       ttt rrrooovvvaaarrreee???   
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GGG   –––   GGGaaabbbbbb iii aaa   èèè   cccooosssaaa   dddaaa   fffuuugggggg iii rrreee,,,   ssseeennntttooo   iii lll    sssaaannnggguuueee   RRRiii bbbooo lll lll iii rrreee!!!    MMMaaa   ssseee   bbbeeennn   tttuuu   
ggguuuaaarrrdddeeerrraaaiii ,,,   RRR   iii nnn   GGG   lll aaa   ttt rrrooovvveeerrraaaiii ...   
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HHH   –––   HHHooo   pppeeesss tttaaatttooo   uuunnn   ccchhh iii ooodddooo   aaaggguuuzzzzzzooo,,,   sssuuu lll    mmmiii ooo   cccaaalll lll ooo    cccaaannntttooo   eee   BBBaaalll lll ooo ...   SSSeee   aaannnccchhheee   
tttuuu   ooorrr    dddaaannnzzzeeerrraaaiii ,,,   BBB   iii nnn    HHH   aaalll fff iii nnn    vvveeedddrrraaaiii !!!  
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III   –––   IIIooo   sssooonnn   dddrrr iii ttt tttooo   cccooommmeee   uuunnnooo   fffuuusssooo,,,   bbbaaattt tttaaaggg lll iii eeerrrooo   hhhooo   iii lll    mmmuuusssooo   FFFiii eeerrrooo...      TTTrrrooovvvaaa   FFF   
nnneeelll lll aaa   III,,,   ccceeerrr tttaaammmeeennnttteee   èèè   ppprrroooppprrr iii ooo   qqquuu iii !!!    
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JJJ    –––   IIIlll    ddd...JJJ ...   dddeeelll    bbbooossscccooo   sssooonnnooo,,,   lll eee   mmmiii eee   cccooovvveeerrr    dddaaannnnnnooo   OOOzzzooonnnooo...   OOO   ddd iii    JJJ    tttuuu   ttt rrrooovvveeerrraaaiii ???   
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KKK   –––   KKKeeerrrooossseeennneee   hhhaaannnnnnooo   vvveeerrrsssaaatttooo   nnneeelll    mmmiiiooo   rrr iii ooo    IIInnncccooonnntttaaammmiii nnnaaatttooo !!!    RRRiii pppuuu lll iii sssccc iii    III   dddaaa   KKK,,,   
rrreeennnddd iii    ttteeerrr sssaaa   lll aaa   mmmiii aaa   aaacccqqquuuaaa!!!    
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LLL   –––   LLL iii bbbeeerrrooo   cccooorrr rrrooo   ssseeennnzzzaaa   rrr iii pppaaarrrooo,,,   sssooonnnooo   uuunnn   aaattt lll eeetttaaa   pppaaarrr iii    aaalll    GGGiiiaaaggguuuaaarrrooo...   MMMaaa   GGG   iii nnn    LLL   
mmmiii    sss fffuuuggggggììì,,,   tttuuu   lll aaa   vvveeeddd iii    aaadddeeessssssooo   qqquuu iii ???   
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MMM   –––   MMMiii gggnnnooonnn   sssooonnnooo   ttt rrraaa   ggg lll iii    uuucccccceeelll lll iii ,,,   bbbeeennn   ddd iii ppp iii nnntttooo   cccooo iii    PPPeeennnnnneeelll lll iii ...   IIIooo   lll aaa   PPP   iii nnn    MMM   ttt iii    
dddòòò:::    vvvooo lll aaa   fffooorrr ssseee,,,   ddd iiimmmmmmiii    uuunnn   pppooo ’’’ ???   
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NNN   –––   NNNeeessssssuuunnnooo   mmmiii    aaacccccchhh iii aaappppppaaa   ssseee   uuusssaaa   lll aaa   ZZZaaappppppaaa...   EEEppppppuuurrreee   lll aaa   ZZZ   dddaaalll lll aaa   NNN   nnnooonnn   
ssscccaaappppppaaa!!!    
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OOO   –––   OOOdddooorrrooo   ddd iii    rrrooosssaaa   eee   uuunnn   pppooo ’’’ ddd iii    MMMiiimmmooosssaaa:::    lll aaa   MMM   ttt iii    ppp iii aaaccceee   ssseee   ppprrrooofffuuummmaaa   lll aaa   OOO???   
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PPP   –––   PPPeeennnnnneee   vvvaaannntttooo   ddd iii    sssmmmeeerrraaalll dddooo:::    ddd iii    TTTooopppaaazzziii ooo   lll eee   fffaaarrraaaiii ,,,   ssseee   lll aaa   TTT   tttuuu   ttt rrrooovvveeerrraaaiii    eee   aaalll lll aaa   
PPP   dddooommmaaannndddeeerrraaaiii ...   



 19

 
 
QQQ   –––   QQQuuuaaaqqquuuaaarrraaaqqquuuaaa,,,   lll aaa   nnnooonnnnnnaaa   pppaaapppeeerrrààà   sss tttaaarrrnnnaaazzzzzzaaa   nnneeelll lll aaa   bbbooottt ttteee,,,   rrraaagggaaazzzzzziii    mmmaaa   ccchhheee   
NNNooottt ttteee!!!    LLL ’’’ iii nnnsssooonnnnnneee   NNN   èèè   iii nnn    QQQ,,,   mmmeee   lll ooo    sssaaaiii    ddd iii rrreee   tttuuu???   
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RRR   –––   RRReeegggaaalll eee   eee   gggeeennneeerrrooosssooo   sssooonnn   cccooommmeee   uuunnn   rrr iii ccccccooo   EEEmmmiii rrrooo:::    lll aaa   EEE   iii nnn    RRR   aaammmmmmiii rrrooo   eee   ttt iii    
dddooonnnooo   iii nnn    qqquuueeesss tttooo   ggg iii rrrooo...   
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SSS   ---   SSSeeegggnnnooo    sss ttt rrraaannnooo   hhhooo   sssuuu lll    pppaaasss ttt rrraaannnooo,,,   vvvuuuooo lll eee   ddd iii rrreee   eeeVVVVVViii vvvaaa,,,   eeeVVVVVViii vvvaaa!!!    MMMaaa   ccchhh iii    mmmaaaiii    
lll ooo    ssscccooovvveeerrrààà,,,   sssuuu lll lll aaa   SSS   ccchhheee   sss tttaaa   qqquuuaaa???  
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TTT   –––   AAA   TTTooorrr iii nnnooo   sssooonnnooo    sss tttaaatttooo   eee   lll aaa   mmmeeettt rrrooo   hhhooo   aaannnccchhheee   UUUsssaaatttooo...   UUU   iii nnn    TTT   hhhooo   ooobbb lll iii ttteeerrraaatttooo???   
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UUU   –––   LLL ’’’UUUooovvvooo   sss iii    sssccchhh iii uuussseee   eee   aaappppppeeennnaaa   nnneeeooonnnaaatttooo   mmmiii    aaaccccccooorrrsss iii    ccchhheee   mmmaaammmmmmaaa   mmmiii    
aaavvveeevvvaaa   iiimmmbbbeeeccccccaaatttooo...   LLLaaa   III   nnneeelll lll aaa   UUU   mmmiii    aaavvveeevvvaaa   rrr iii fff iii lll aaatttooo???   
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VVV   –––   VVVeeerrrmmmiii    eee   iii nnnssseeettt ttt iii    aaa   vvvooo lll ooonnntttààà!!!    VVViii vvvaaa,,,   vvv iii vvvaaa,,,   iii ppp ,,,   iii ppp ,,,   HHHuuurrr rrrààà!!!    HHH   iii nnn    VVV   ccchhheee   ggguuusss tttooo   
hhhaaa???   



 25

 
 
WWW   –––   WWWüüürrrsss ttteeelll    eee   www aaafffeeerrr    pppeeerrr    mmmeee   sssooonnnooo   dddrrrooogggaaa:::    cccooosss ììì   nnnooonnn   rrr iii eeessscccooo   ddd iii    ccceeerrr tttooo   aaa   fffaaarrr    
YYYooogggaaa!!!       OOOrrraaa   tttuuu   lll ’’’YYY   sssbbbaaarrraaazzzzzzaaa   dddaaalll lll aaa   WWW   ccchhheee   mmmiii    sss ttt rrraaapppaaazzzzzzaaa!!!    
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XXX   –––   XXXiii    LLL iii ùùù   GGGrrreeeeeennn   èèè   mmmiii aaa   cccuuuggg iii nnnaaa,,,   cccaaattt tttuuurrraaatttaaa   iii eeerrr iii    iii nnn    CCCiii nnnaaa,,,   nnneeelll    pppaaaeeessseee   ddd iii    
QQQuuuaaaggg lll iii nnn ...   QQQ   iii nnn   XXX   ooorrr    vvvaaa   ccceeerrrcccaaatttaaa,,,   pppeeerrrccchhhééé   lll eeeiii    sss iii aaa   lll iii bbbeeerrraaatttaaa!!!    
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YYY---   IIIpppsss iii lll ooonnn   èèè   uuunnn   gggrrraaannn   mmmiii sss ttteeerrrooo   ccchhheee   iii nnn   uuunnn   vvveeelll ooo   iii ooo    ttt iii    CCCeeelllooo...   LLLeeesss tttooo   iiimmmpppaaarrraaa   lll aaa   
lll eeezzziii ooonnneee,,,   nnneeelll lll aaa   CCC   sss tttaaa   lll ’’’ IIIpppsss iii lll òòònnneee!!!    
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ZZZ   –––   ZZZaaammmpppeeettt tttaaannndddooo   vvvooo   ddd iii    fff rrreeettt tttaaa!!!    SSSiii gggnnnooorrr    XXX   nnnooonnn   sss iii    iii nnn ttt rrrooommmeeettt tttaaa!!!    SSSeee   lll aaa   XXX   iii nnn    ZZZ   
sss tttaaa,,,   mmmaaa   ccchhh iii    mmmaaaiii    lll aaa   ttt rrrooovvveeerrrààà???   
 


